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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 12044 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL OCLR, UK. SF 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED SAFAIR USE OF US LANDING FACILITIES 

REF: LONDON 11651 

1. TONY FORD OF FCO SOUTH AFRICA DESK CALLED EMBASSY 
AUGUST 4 TO REPORT HIS OFFICE HAD RECEIVED DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE FROM SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY REQUESTING UK CLEARANCE 
FOR SIX SAFAIR LOCKHEED LC-130 FLIGHTS THROUGH ASCENCION 
ISLAND DURING SEPTEMBER - JANUARY. THE NOTE GAVE NO 
DETAILS ON CARGO. 

2. FOR THE MOMENT, FCO WILL MERELY ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT 
OF SAG REQUEST. FORD SAYS FCO WILL PREPARE SECOND MES- 
SAGE LATER THIS WEEK ASKING FOR DESCRIPTION OF THE 
MATERIAL TO BE TRANSPORTED BY SAFAIR. IF SUSPICION IS 
CONFIRMED IN SAG RESPONSE THAT THE CARGO CONSISTS OF 
PARTIALLY ASSEMBLED MIRAGE JETS, UK WILL REFUSE CLEARANCE. 
IF CARGO CONTAINS NON-EMBARGO ITEMS, WE WILL NEED TO 
CLEAR UP PROCEDURES QUESTION RAISED IN REFTEL. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE AND REPLY REFTEL BEFORE 
AUGUST 8. 
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